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June 1, 2020 
 

 
Dear Essex Regional Educational Services Commission Community, 
 
I wanted to share with you some thoughts in response to what is happening in our country.  Over the last 
several weeks, we have been combatting COVID-19 and managing life in our new normal.  Our country is 
now in the throes of yet another crisis. As we have seen over the last several days, our country is still 
combating our ugly heritage of systemic racism, prejudice and discrimination.  I am deeply saddened by 
the tragic events happening across our country. The murders of Ahmaud Arbery and George Floyd (and 
the litany of other African Americans before them) have gotten us to this point where the rage and 
frustration is overflowing into the streets. Citizens are fed up with the systemic racism and the lack of 
action in response to it. 

These events are ongoing reminders that equality in America is still a work in progress for people of color 
and true equality is still a benchmark for which we are trying to achieve.  Black and brown people 
struggle every day to be recognized and to be acknowledged that their lives do matter and that they are 
also valued members of society. 

There have been many peaceful protests in our country (and around the world) where people are in pain 
and the sadness and helplessness is palpable. Protests and demonstrations are a necessary component in 
the fight against oppression. We cannot stay silent. Staying silent means complicity and condoning the 
horrific actions that have been captured on video tape and distributed through social media.  

Equity has been a part of our ERESC Strategic Plan and has been a part of everything that we do, but we 
do know that this is an ongoing process.  We must be a part of the solution and use our voices in a 
productive manner. I encourage students to find avenues to peacefully advocate for meaningful changes. 

The ERESC community is a rich amalgamation of people of many races, ethnicities, religions, cultures and 
genders.  Collectively, the ERESC is strong because of this diversity! We must continue to eradicate 
systemic racism and oppression. Our children are our future and we must leave them a world that is 
better than what we started out with. We must leave a better future for our children. We must remain 
‘Focused on the Future’. 
 
Sincerely, 

Laurie W. Newell 

Laurie W. Newell, PhD 
Superintendent  


